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Thanksgiving 2021… Despite the worst inflation in three decades,
Americans dig into their Thanksgiving feasts. We are grateful for family
and friends, and count blessings even in these crazy times.

There is talk of adjusting holiday shopping lists due to supply chain issues,
concerns about government spending, and COVID restrictions and
numbers that persist despite vaccines and natural immunity.

Through it all, we hold out hope for 2022. Surely better times are on the
horizon, COVID will dissipate, election season will assure us an
opportunity to have our voices heard, and we will take back ground to
regain lost freedoms…



Yet across the globe, new trouble is emerging. As Americans tucked into
their turkey comas, the WHO dubbed a new COVID variant “Omicron”
and labeled it “a virus of concern”, a seemingly understated signal of alarm
to governments and health departments worldwide.

Their announcement triggered a chain of events predicated upon fear –
travel restrictions, preemptive states of emergency, and plunging financial
markets.

So what do we know about the Omicron Variant? Is all this fear justified?
What can we expect in the near future and into 2022? 

The WHO Weighs In
On Friday, November 26, the World Health Organization (WHO) labeled a
new COVID variant a “virus of concern” and gave it the moniker
“Omicron.”



A WHO official added, “This variant has a large number of mutations,
some of which are concerning… Preliminary evidence suggests an
increased risk of reinfection with this variant.”

EU (European Union) official Ursula von der Leyen weighed in as well,
saying that air travel from countries of concern should be restricted
immediately until there is a better understanding of the situation. 

The Biden Administration Restricts
Travel from Southern Africa

 

South African scientists announced the discovery of a new version of
COVID-19 that they believe is to blame for the recent spike in infections in
their country, causing worry around the world as countries fear the highly
mutated strain's international spread.

In an effort to curb the spread of a novel coronavirus type dubbed
“Omicron” by the World Health Organization (WHO), the United States
joined seven other countries in enacting travel restrictions from southern
Africa in late November. The travel bans were deemed unjust by South
Africans.

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/11/26/world/covid-vaccine-boosters-variant?auth=linked-google


In the US, senior Biden administration officials indicated that President
Biden will restrict travel from South Africa and seven other African
countries to attempt to control a dangerous new variant of the coronavirus,
though they warned it would be hard to prevent it from entering the
United States.

The first nations placed on the travel restriction list were: South Africa,
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini, Mozambique, and
Malawi. These restrictions were directed at preventing travelers from these
nations from entering the United States beginning the Monday after
Thanksgiving.

Officials have stated that the travel ban will not apply to American citizens
or lawful permanent residents. They must, however, pass a coronavirus
test before reentering the United States.

Biden made the decision after conferring with advisers, including Dr.
Anthony Fauci, who said in a Friday interview that the mutation looked to
be spreading quickly and that he and other US health officials were
consulting with South African scientists. In a statement issued late Friday
the 26th, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said no instances
of the new varient had been discovered as of that time in the United States.

Jean-Yves Duclos, Canada’s
health minister, stated that
the new measures are being
put in place out of an
abundance of caution and
that the goal is to protect
the health of the Canadian
populace. Other nations
echoed this sentiment.

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/11/26/world/covid-vaccine-boosters-variant?auth=linked-google
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/southern-africa-variant-canada-travel-1.6263898


Further US Reaction

The decision was made after the World Health Organization declared the
newly discovered virus, codenamed Omicron, to be a "variant of concern,"
a category for dangerous variants that could spread swiftly, cause severe
sickness, or reduce the effectiveness of immunizations or treatments.

Mr. Biden told reporters in Nantucket, where he had enjoyed the holiday
with his family, "I've determined that we're going to be careful… We don’t
know a lot about the variant except that it is a great concern and seems to
spread rapidly." 

The administration's travel restrictions will not prevent the virus from
entering the United States. However, it may offer health officials and
pharmaceutical companies more time to see if existing vaccines are
effective against the new variety, and if not, to begin the work in rolling
out new vaccines that they claim are.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/even-in-nantucket-biden-can-t-escape-the-harsh-reality-of-the-pandemic/ar-AARcnbs


Dr. Fauci explained that these actions will buy us time, adding, “It’s not
going to be possible to keep this infection out of the country. The question
is: Can you slow it down?”

According to Dr. Fauci, the new version has about 30 mutations, with
about ten of them on a region of the virus linked to transmissibility and
immune protection. This means the virus is more transmissible and may
to a degree yet to be determined evade the therapeutic reach of current
vaccines.

He cautioned that some people who had recovered from the Delta strain,
as well as those who had been vaccinated, had developed breakthrough
infections.

Highlighting the many unknowns about the new strain, he added that
scientists are unsure of the severity of illnesses produced by this novel
mutation. It's entirely plausible that it spreads faster but causes less serious
sickness.

http://doctordidyouwashyourhands.com/2021/11/post-215-november-26-2021-coronavirus-dr-fauci-on-the-new-south-african-variant-its-not-going-to-be-possible-to-keep-this-infection-out-of-the-country-the-question-is-can-you/


“You don’t want to say don’t worry, and you don’t want to say you’ve got to
worry yourself sick because we’re gathering information rapidly… Even
though the numbers are still small, the doubling time is pretty rapid and
the slope of the increase is really rather sharp,” Fauci further stated.

Experts from the Biden administration said they will continue to
collaborate with health officials from other countries to learn more about
the variant.

Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, chair of the University of Pennsylvania's department
of medical ethics warns that restrictions will slow, but not prevent the
spread. He adds that it’s unavoidable that it will come here. However, it is
possible that the context and environment in which it emerges is
something we may be able to change.

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/11/26/world/covid-vaccine-boosters-variant?auth=linked-google


On the heels of the Thanksgiving holiday, President Biden cautioned that
the development of the Omicron variant was yet another reason for
vaccinated Americans to get booster shots and unvaccinated Americans to
get inoculated, a sentiment echoed by Dr. Fauci. Mr. Biden further stated
that the development should encourage the world community to give
additional vaccinations to countries with limited access or low
immunization rates.

Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Moderna, and Novavax all report plans to begin
working to adapt their vaccines to address the threat this virus may pose. 
 This is despite growing concerns over the effectiveness and the
consequences of the existing vaccines, as well as numerous whistleblowers
speaking up from various quarters about growing concerns surrounding
these poorly tested experimental therapeutics.

Still Pushing Vaccines

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/president-biden-warns-new-omicron-covid-variant-spreads-rapidly-urges-booster-shots/ar-AARbeJA
https://www.foxnews.com/health/dutch-authorities-covid-19-omicron-variant-61-arrivals-south-africa-test-positive


South Africa Weighs In

Michael Osterholm, an infectious disease expert at the University of
Minnesota, advised that it may take some time for scientists to determine
whether the current vaccines are effective against the variant.

South Africa, a nation with a very low vaccination rate, reports that the
new variant seems to spread especially among the young. They add that it
is not yet clear whether this apparent transmissibility actually translates to
more severe disease.

Many South Africans believe they
are being "punished" for warning
global health authorities as the
United States and European
countries start shutting down their
borders and restricting travel over
worries of the newly discovered
COVID variety.

Britain restricted travelers from
southern African countries just
hours after South African scientists
revealed the discovery of a new
strain that showed a major advance 

in its evolution. Other European countries, as well as the US, rapidly
followed suit.

Tulio de Oliveira, director of the KwaZulu-Natal Research and Innovation
Sequencing Platform and the scientist who reported the new variant on
Thursday, characterized the world's reaction as "radical."

https://biznewspost.com/news/covid-news-biden-restrict-travels-from-southern-africa/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/omicron-variant-us-restrict-travel-southern-africa-nations


Mr. Oliveira told journalists that he believed international solidarity would
be in favor of South Africa's choice to reveal its findings, following a virtual
discussion with global health leaders, including Dr. Fauci.

The variant was first discovered in South Africa and nearby Botswana and
was given the name Omicron by the World Health Organization.
Botswana’s government announced that the four initial patients were all
foreign officials who had since left the country, and that contact tracing
was still underway.

Further suspected cases of Omicron have been discovered in Belgium,
Hong Kong, Portugal, and Israel, among tourists returning from countries
other than South Africa or Botswana, and suspected cases are being studied
currently in Germany and the Czech Republic.

Ms. Sisulu spoke on national television, stating, “We had been on the
British red list and we worked our way out of it, and with no notification,
we find ourselves back on the red list. Perhaps our scientists’ ability to
trace some of these variants has been our biggest weakness. We’re finding
ourselves punished for the work that we do.”

Health officials in Africa suggested that nations throughout the world
could opt instead for increased screening at points of entry and that longer
quarantine periods would have been a better alternative. They further
point out that travel bans have not yielded meaningful outcomes in the
past. 

https://www.foxnews.com/us/omicron-variant-us-restrict-travel-southern-africa-nations
https://radiopronet.com/south-africa-feels-punished-for-alerting-world-to-new-variant/
https://www.foxnews.com/health/dutch-authorities-covid-19-omicron-variant-61-arrivals-south-africa-test-positive


Meanwhile in 
The Netherlands…

 

Amidst the news chaos surrounding this new variant, two flights from
South Africa arrived in the Netherlands. Between the two flights, some 61
passengers tested positive for COVID, and they are being further studied
to determine whether it is the Omicron strain.

Julia Musto of Fox News reported that “The planes arrived in the
Netherlands from Johannesburg and Cape Town shortly after the Dutch
government – like many other nations – imposed a travel ban from
southern African nations. The 539 travelers who tested negative for
coronavirus were allowed to return home or continue traveling to other
countries. People who live in the Netherlands and are allowed to return
home are required to self-isolate for at least five days.”

https://www.foxnews.com/health/dutch-authorities-covid-19-omicron-variant-61-arrivals-south-africa-test-positive


State of Emergency
Not concerned about whether it is too soon to take drastic action, New
York Governor Kathy Hochul preemptively declared a state of emergency
to take effect on December 3rd.

Readers will recall that businesses and individuals in New York have
suffered under the burden of some of the strongest COVID restrictions in
the nation. Further, rejecting the efforts made to establish field hospitals
and provide a medical hospital ship to ease the pandemic strain on existing
medical facilities, state leaders opted to shunt COVID patients into nursing
homes, arguably contributing to the high death rates in the state. 

“We continue to see warning signs of spikes this upcoming winter, and
while the new Omicron variant has yet to be detected in New York State,
it’s coming,” Ms. Hochul, a Democrat, said in a statement. She echoed the
sentiment of the Biden Administration by warning residents to get
vaccinated with the currently available vaccine formulations. 

https://news.yahoo.com/york-declares-state-emergency-hike-074026369.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/11/26/world/covid-vaccine-boosters-variant?auth=linked-google


Even the most vociferous supporters of the virus's safeguards urged
caution in the wake of the WHO’s statements about the Omicron Variant,
saying that little is actually known about this specific variant and that
numerous potentially dangerous variants have appeared and gone by the
wayside in recent months.

“Substantively NOTHING is known about the new variant,” Roberto
Burioni, a leading Italian virologist, advised adding that people should
avoid panic.

“This variant did surprise us — it has a big jump in evolution, many more
mutations than we expected, especially after a very severe third wave of
Delta,” adds Professor de Oliveira of South Africa.

But cries of overreach can be heard from civil libertarians and all manner
of citizens commenting on social media and in news stories on platforms
that still allow public comment. Many claim that this is little more than
fear-mongering and yet another attempt at government overreach and
power-grabbing.

Some even point to upcoming US midterm elections, and the security and
chain-of-custody issues that resulted in a mistrusted and contested 2020
presidential election. 

What Do We Really Know?

https://www.africanexponent.com/post/17553-travel-ban-placed-on-southern-africa-over-new-covid-19-variant
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/11/26/world/covid-vaccine-boosters-variant?auth=linked-google


Did We Skip Xi?

We’ve all gotten used to the naming of these significant variants using
Greek letters, and terms like “delta” quickly entered our common
vocabulary. Fortunately, most of these variants flew under the radar. If you
follow the news closely, you may remember some mention of gamma or
lambda, but for most people, the choice of “omicron” was a surprise. The
last Greek-lettered variant was Nu, the thirteenth letter of the Greek
alphabet. Next up was Xi.

So why was the decision made to skip Xi as the next viral moniker? It turns
out that once again, politics and bias have reared their heads. We all know
it's politically incorrect to point the finger at China with any concerns
about COVID origins and handling, and it further complicates the issue
that China’s current president is Xi. So, not wanting to ruffle any feathers,
the WHO unceremoniously skipped Xi and used the next letter in the
lineup: Omicron.



Mild but Unusual Symptoms
The Omicron variant of the COVID virus causes unusual symptoms but
those symptoms are mild, a top South African doctor says.

What can you expect if you come down with a case of Omicron? A couple
of days of tiredness and sore muscles. Expect general malaise – medical
speak for simply feeling cruddy.

Dr. Angelique Coetzee, a member of the board of South Africa’s Medical
Association, first noticed otherwise healthy patients demonstrating
unusual symptoms on Nov. 18, and shortly thereafter discussed her
findings with colleagues.

https://www.foxnews.com/health/south-african-doctor-omicron-variant-symptoms-unusual-mild


"Their symptoms were so different and so mild from those I had treated
before… It presents mild disease with symptoms being sore muscles and
tiredness for a day or two not feeling well," Coetzee explained. "So far, we
have detected that those infected do not suffer the loss of taste or smell.
They might have a slight cough. There are no prominent symptoms. Of
those infected some are currently being treated at home."

Among the patients she observed, notably half were vaccinated and half
unvaccinated, prompting some of the first open conversations from health
officials worldwide regarding the inadequacy of vaccines. 

But not missing an opportunity to echo the mantra we’ve heard again and
again, she added further that "What we have to worry about now is that
when older, unvaccinated people are infected with the new variant, and if
they are not vaccinated, we are going to see many people with a severe
[form of the] disease."

Critics of travel restrictions and ramped-up fear-based decision-making
point out that we are rapidly embarking on another round of destroying
the world economy over what may turn out to be little more than a mild
flu.

Of note is the fact that South African hospitals are not currently
overburdened.

https://www.foxnews.com/health/south-african-doctor-omicron-variant-symptoms-unusual-mild
https://www.foxnews.com/health/south-african-doctor-omicron-variant-symptoms-unusual-mild


What’s up with the Stock
Market?

No sooner was the Omicron Variant announced than world markets
reacted with near pandemic-height volatility. The Dow Jones dropped 905
points in reaction to the news, off 1000 point plus lows for the day.

The Cboe Volatility Index, or VIX, is a tool that helps investors gauge the
level of anxiety; on Friday, it rose 54 percent to 28.62. While the indicator
has reached its highest point since May 2021, it is still significantly below
the levels experienced in the early days of the pandemic (in April 2020,
the gauge nearly hit 42).

Losses were described by market
watchers as having been provoked by
fears that Omicron would further
damage an economy barely limping
toward recovery just as everyone
hoped the worst of COVID was nearly
behind us.

Ryan Detrick, chief market strategist
for LPL Financial, stated that "The
economic recovery has been quite
impressive, and the one thing that
could knock it over completely would
be a more dangerous variant… Time
will tell how worried we should be, but
investors are selling in front of
potential bad news."

https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/wall-streets-fear-gauge-covid-19-variant


To Lockdown or Not?

Yes, our economy would be further damaged if Omicron turns out to be
another Delta-like variant, but there are already doubts. In fact, it appears
this may be the milder mutation that so many have been hoping for.

So what are the real fears? Many point to government overreaction,
political manipulation, and fear-based media coverage as the true culprit.
It’s not the virus itself that will harm us, but our societal reaction to it,
especially if measures like shutdowns and mandatory masking are put
back on the table. 

Nobody wants to experience lockdowns again – but that doesn’t stop the
topic from coming up. Even before we have a grip on what we may be
facing, or if it’s worthy of all the worry being generated, the topic of
potential lockdowns and other restrictions is suddenly back on the table.

So is locking down a viable strategy? No, opines columnist Meghan
McArdle of The Washington Post. 

“That strategy can’t be ‘everyone go back home again and stay there,’”
McArdle writes, “The costs of further lockdowns would be heavy, from
eating disorders and opioid overdoses to small-business failures and 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/11/26/us-must-defend-itself-omicron-variant-without-resorting-lockdowns/


school kids falling behind. Besides, pandemic fatigue is setting in even in
blue states. We must be more selective in our policies, opting for anti-
covid measures that disrupt daily life as little as possible. And we should
look for ones that sidestep contentious political battles, such as mask
mandates.”

One of her suggestions is one seldom mentioned – improved air filtration,
such as that employed in hospitals and airplanes. However, she fails to
mention the onerous burden this would place on schools and numerous
public places to comply if such a plan is mandated. 

Her ultimate suggestion seems equally untenable: mass production,
distribution, and implementation of quick test kits, “We need home testing
kits so cheap and plentiful that everyone has piles of them everywhere.
Heck, give them away in boxes of cereal. That means the FDA should
approve tests even if they’re a little less accurate. If that’s not enough to
make test kits ubiquitous, the U.S. government should stand up something
like an Operation Warp Speed for testing.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/11/26/us-must-defend-itself-omicron-variant-without-resorting-lockdowns/


Fauci: "I Represent Science"

With such a system in place, we would all be obligated to rely on
admittedly inaccurate tests in order to travel, enter businesses and events,
and even vote. It is possible that even cheap tests would become a financial
burden for the average family. Trading previous restrictions for
burdensome testing may be just as big of a loss of freedom. 

Finally, she holds onto the belief that more vaccines will equal fewer
infections, and that somehow the jabs can still beat a virus historically
known for its mutational drift. 

So while most of us would prefer not to go with lockdowns again, we need
to be careful what we ask for. People with a similar mindset to McArdle’s
are the ones who could be shaping our policies. 

In the days following the announcement of the existence of the new
variant, Dr. Anthony Fauci stated that Omicron could already be in the
United States, as countries like Israel imposed a harsh new restriction on
visitors and the United Kingdom took additional precautions to contain
the "monstrous" and highly-contagious new strain.



“I would not be surprised if it is (here),” Fauci pointed out, “When you
have a virus that is showing this degree of transmissibility and you’re
already having travel-related cases that they’ve noted in Israel and Belgium
and other places, when you have a virus like this, it almost invariably is
ultimately going to go essentially all over.”

This was amid criticism by some that Fauci and the Biden administration
did not act quickly enough, with travel restrictions slated to fall in place
days after those of more aggressive nations. 

The expected political criticism quickly rolled in. Sen. Tom Cotton (R-
Ark.) shared on Twitter that “Joe Biden and Tony Fauci push crushing
restrictions on Americans—like masking two-year-olds—that are pointless.
But when it comes to targeted travel bans to protect American citizens, it’s
nothing but incompetence and half measures from this White House.” 

At the same time, Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) called the Democrat
hypocrites, “When President Trump took bold and decisive action in
February 2020 to impose travel restrictions into the United States from
coronavirus hot spots, Joe Biden attacked him, calling this decision a
disgrace and xenophobic.” 

https://nypost.com/2021/11/27/omicron-covid-variant-may-already-be-in-america-fauci-says/
https://nypost.com/2021/11/27/omicron-covid-variant-may-already-be-in-america-fauci-says/
https://nypost.com/2021/11/27/omicron-covid-variant-may-already-be-in-america-fauci-says/


Fauci lost the respect of many in the US over his apparent hypocrisy, his
dishonesty and inconsistency over issues such as masking, dissembling
about virus origins, and what many claim is an abuse of power. 

In a recent interview, Fauci dismissed the criticism of lawmakers who
speak up about his approach as "noise," and saying they’re "really
criticizing science."

He went on to say, "Anybody who’s looking at this carefully, realizes that
there’s a distinct anti-science flavor to this, so if they get up and criticize
science, nobody’s going to know what they’re talking about. But if they get
up and really aim their bullets at Tony Fauci, well people can recognize
that there’s a person there, so it’s easy to criticize, but they’re really
criticizing science because I represent science."

Senator Rand Paul was quick to fire back, “The absolute hubris of someone
claiming THEY represent science. It’s astounding and alarming that a
public health bureaucrat would even think to claim such a thing, especially
one who has worked so hard to ignore the science of natural immunity.”

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/rand-paul-blasts-fauci-astounding-alarming-represent-science
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/rand-paul-blasts-fauci-astounding-alarming-represent-science


How Worried Should You Be?
 It is always good advice to be prudent and protect one’s health and

immune system. We never want to be dismissive about the possibility of
contagious illness and how it may affect a given individual. 

Thus far, the variant seems reassuringly mild, and those who’ve tested
positive often did not realize they were sick or did not suspect they had
Covid. A milder strain would be consistent with how viruses tend to
mutate.

What may be more concerning is the reaction of government and public
health officials. Even the most well-meaning among them want to be seen
as being ahead of the risks. The less benign explanation is that they are
leveraging the situation to further empower themselves. Things to watch
for in the coming days and weeks are determinations as to what this means 



in regard to vaccines, and steps taken to expand testing. Currently, the
push to vaccinate is as strong as ever, and given Omicron’s novelty, the
mantra seems to be “when in doubt, vaccinate.”

Expanded testing has its own logistical and cost implications. It is
burdensome to the average person to have to produce negative tests just to
go about their daily lives. Conversely, cheaper and more convenient
testing options would be ideal for those who are symptomatic and need a
clear answer as to whether they have Covid or just a simple cold. 

Expect to hear a lot about ¨the science.¨ Often when people use that term,
they really should be saying ¨the data.¨ And while data should carry the
day, it is important to always look at it critically. It can be manipulated,
cherry-picked, and spun to fit a narrative. Political agendas do affect how
data is messaged.

Take for example Dr. Fauci, who recently claimed to represent “the
science.” This is the same bureaucrat who admitted downplaying the
importance of masks when he was trying to prevent medical supply issues,
and then turning around to endorse masking for the broader population. If
Fauci really represented science and cared about the spread of disease,
some argue, he would advocate stricter control of our southern border,
which currently appears to be an immigration free-for-all. 

This is an ongoing story, with news breaking by the hour. Watch your
Revealed Films emails for updates, and don’t miss a minute of the latest
Covid Revealed interviews.


