
Freedom of Information request to Public Health 
Wales 

FOI Reference: FOI 817  

Date request 
received

25/10/2021

Date information is 
due to be sent

22/11/2021

Information Requested: 

Subject: CJ 200 - Diagnostic test - Covid 19 Delta Variant

I refer to the above subject. I note from FOI 810 available in your archive log that 
extracts are taken from positive PCR test results and subjected to whole genome 
sequencing to identify which variant of SARS-CoV-2 virus was present in the test; with 
the analysis undertaken at a specialist Pathogen Genomics Unit in Wales, with capacity to
sequence over 7,000 samples per week.

I would be grateful if you could clarify whether the positive PCR test results received at 
the specialist unit in Wales are based on the PCR test developed by Corman et al. Details
of the diagnostic test was published on 23 January 2020 in Eurosurveillance Journal. A 
copy of the scientific paper is attached hereto for your convenience: entitled "Detection 
of 2019 novel coronavirus [2019-nCoV] by real time RT-PCR".

Information provided for the answer:

Thank you for your recent request.  This information is not held by Public Health 
Wales, kit manufacturers do not share this information.

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request 
and wish to make a complaint or request a review of the decision, you should 
write to the Corporate Complaints Manager, Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 3, 
Number 2, Capital Quarter, Tyndall Street, Cardiff, CF10 4BZ.

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint or review, you may 



apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO 
cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure 
provided by the Trust. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner for Wales

2nd Floor
Churchill House
Churchill Way
Cardiff
CF10 2HH

Telephone: 029 2067 8400

Email:  wales@ico.org.uk


