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Covid-19 Death Recording Process

Dear First Minister
I refer to the above subject and enclose, as Annex 01 below, abstracts from "International Guidance for
Certification and Classification [Coding] of Covid-19 as cause of death." The document, dated 16 April 2020,
was prepared and circulated by World Health Organisation [WHO]. Welsh Government policy and process is
driven by the guidance contained within the document. Having examined the document in detail I offer the
following observations.
A specific test for Covid-19 virus has not been developed. It has not, to date, been identified or isolated. The test
conducted is the quantitative Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction, or qRT-PCR. It does not detect
antigen but viral RNA. The method used does not conform to the gold standard for identifying a virus, which is
called Koch's postulates. The way the test is conducted is by amplifying the RNA collected from lung fluid or a
swab. The mixture is filtered and amplified. What is looked for is the Ribonucleic acid (RNA) – a polymeric
molecule essential in various biological roles in coding. If RNA from a corona-virus is detected, the test is
considered a positive for Covid-19. There are many thousands of corona-viruses of which Covid-19 is a strain.
Large sections of the population have been exposed to some corona-virus in their lives: the common cold is a
strain of corona-virus as is the seasonal flu.
I have serious concerns that a positive qRT-PCR test is considered justification for recording death from Covid19 virus. The manufacturer of "SARS-CoV-2 Corona-virus Multiplex qRT-PCR kit" has advised that it should
only be used for research purposes and not for diagnostic applications as it has not yet been clinically validated.
I would be grateful if you could seek urgent clarification from your officials and scientific advisors so that we
can establish why a test that should not be used for diagnostic applications is being used to confirm death from
Covid-19 virus, with recorded deaths driving Welsh Government policy and process and the lock-down of the
economy in Wales.
I look forward to receiving clarification at your earliest convenience.
Yours sincerely

W Jones

Annex 01
Abstract from International Guidance for Certification and Classification [Coding] of Covid-19 as cause of
death.
Document, dated 16 April 2020, prepared and circulated by World Health Organisation [WHO]

